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History of Xuan Kong

Given China’s millennia-old history, you might be surprised to know that detailed research 

and documentation on Xuan Kong could only be traced to the mid-17th century.  Prior to the 

1640s, the history of Xuan Kong’s lineage could be best described as obscure.  

But there were records traced to the time of the Jin Dynasty 晉朝(265 - 420 AD) that mentioned 

that a disciple by the name of Guo Pu (276-324 AD) had begun passing down a form of 

knowledge that bore a certain resemblance to Xuan Kong.  During the era of the Tang Dynasty, 

Yang Jun Song authored the Qing Nang Ao Yu (The Profound Sayings of the Azure Bag), 

which stipulated – amongst other things – that “...the intercourse of...male (Yang) and female 

(Yin) come together in Xuan Kong” and one should also “...look to Wu Xing 五行 (the Five 

Elements) to understand Xuan Kong.”  This perhaps, established one of the earliest principles 

of Xuan Kong, where the outcome of things are determined by the interaction between Yin 

and Yang and the Five Elements of Wood, Earth, Fire, Water and Metal.

As time went by, these cumulated tenets and precepts came into the possession of Jiang 

Da Hong 蔣大鴻, who lived towards the final days of the Ming Dynasty 明朝 (1368-1644).  

Giving credit where it’s due, it was Grandmaster Jiang who immersed himself thoroughly into 

studying and deciphering the many complexities surrounding Xuan Kong – and revolutionizing 

it to serve the needs of mankind.  It’s therefore unsurprising that Grandmaster Jiang is widely 

regarded as the forefather of Xuan Kong knowledge!
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San Yuan System

Classical Feng Shui

Xuan Kong Flying Stars

Xuan Kong

San YuanSan He
三合 三元

玄空

玄空飛星

古典風水

The 6 Major Schools of Xuan Kong

Towards the early days of the Qing Dynasty, 6 major Xuan Kong schools emerged.  
They were:

1. Wu Chang Pai 無常派 (founded by Zhang Zhong Shan)

2. Dian Nan Pai 滇南派

3. Su Zhou Pai  蘇州派 (founded by Xu Di Hui)

4. Shang Yu Pai  上虞派

5. Xiang Chu Pai  湘楚派 (founded by Yin You Ben)

6. Guang Dong Pai  廣東派 (founded by Cai Min Shan)

Beyond Flying Stars, there are other sub-systems like:
1.  Xuan Kong 64 Hexagram 玄空大卦 (Xuan Kong Da Gua)
2. Xuan Kong Six Methods 玄空六法 (Xuan Kong Liu Fa)
3. Xuan Kong Purple White Divination 玄空紫白訣 (Xuan Kong Zi Bai Jue) 
4. Xuan Kong Date Selection 玄空擇日 (Xuan Kong Ze Ri)
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Feng Shui Basics
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The He Tu 河圖

All Feng Shui formulas are said to derive from the numerology of the He Tu and 
Luo Shu. The He Tu Numbers and Elements are known as Sheng Cheng Zhi Shu 
(生成之數).

Feng Shui Basics
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The Five Elements (Wu Xing 五行)

The Five Elements in the study of Feng Shui, BaZi and classical Chinese Metaphysics 
are:

EARTH
土

金
METALWATER

水

WOOD
木

FIRE
火

The Five Elements are used to symbolically represent Qi and should not be taken in 
a literal sense. In BaZi, they are used to represent certain key attributes in a person’s 
BaZi chart.

Five Types of Qi

Element Representation Properties Shapes Colors

Earth Trustworthiness, 
stability, wealth

Attractive, dense, 
stable

Square Yellow

Metal Justice, authority, 
altruism

Sharp, pointing, 
piercing

Round White, 
gold, 
silver

Water Wisdom, thoughts, 
intelligence

Runs downhill, free/
unbound

Wavy Blue, 
black

Wood Life, growth, 
benevolence, 
education

Grows outwards, 
enduring

Oblong Green

Fire Beauty, elegance, 
passion

Spreads in every 
direction, radiates 
heat

Sharp Red
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The Three (3) Cycles

These Elements share three types of relationships 
known as Cycles, through which an element can 
affect another element. Depending on the cycle, these 
elements Produce (grow), Control (counter) or Weaken 
one another.

Productive Cycle
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Taking Measurements

Taking Measurements
In the practice of Classical Feng Shui, Direction and Location 
are the two of the most important factors to consider.

Before you apply any Feng Shui system, you must first start 
by taking the correct direction.

What To Do:

1.	 Stand about one or two feet outside the door.

Door Facing vs Building Facing

Door Facing is used to determine what direction a door 
or main door is facing. The facing direction of the Door or 
Main Door does not necessarily be the same as the facing 
direction of the Building.

Building Facing is used to establish the North-South 
axis of a building or property. The facing direction of the 
Building refers to the façade of the property that is defined 
as the part or side where the property was built to face - 
its obvious architectural frontage.

House Facing

Main Door

Some examples :

a)	 The door facing and the house 
facing directions in this example 
are not the same. In such cases, 
you would base your Feng Shui 
applications on the facing direction 
of the house, and not the door.

門向 Door Facing 
+  

屋向 House Facing 
(Facade)

b)	 The door facing and the house 
facing directions are the same.
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2. Determine the Façade (Building Direction) of a 
Property

1.	 Determine the property’s façade, which is the 
orientation of the whole property – which side the 
property was built intentionally to face.

2.	 Stand at the middle of the façade looking 
outwards.

3.	 Use your compass or Luo Pan, with the needle 
always pointing North, and ascertain the direction 
you, and the house, are facing.

Good to Know:
Feng Shui systems like Flying Stars and Eight 
Mansions often require the facing direction of the 
property, not the door, to establish the internal Qi 
maps or charts.

3. Determining the Facing Direction of a Door

1.	 Stand about one foot outside the door looking 
outwards.

2.	 Use the square base of your Luo Pan to help you 
align yourself parallel to the door.

3.	 Align the Luo Pan’s needle face-to-face with the 
North-South axis to determine the door’s facing 
direction.

Taking Measurements

Looking Outwards
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Basic nature of the 9 Stars
Star 星 Fortunate 吉 Unfortunate 凶

ONE WHITE
一白水

Water Wisdom, Intellect
Foolish, Lack of 
knowledge

TWO BLACK
二黑土

Earth Totality, Good health Disease, Impaired

THREE JADE
三碧木

Wood
Vocal abilities, 
Language skills,

Legal Complications, 
Disagreements

FOUR GREEN
四祿木

Wood Intelligence, Dedication Scandals, Unfaithful

FIVE YELLOW
五黃土

Earth Achievements, Wealth Calamity, Misfortune

SIX WHITE
六白金

Metal Power, Administration
Lonely, Self Absorbed, 
Decadent

SEVEN RED
七赤金

Metal
Metaphysical, 
Spiritualism, Religious

Robbery, Wounded

EIGHT WHITE
八白土

Earth
Great Fortune, 
Monetary Gains

Seizures, Fits

NINE PURPLE
九紫火

Fire
Development, 
Improvement

Fire Risk, Hearing 
Impairment
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Period 6 Flying Star Charts
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Period 7 Flying Star Charts
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Period 8 Flying Star Charts
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Super-imposing the Flying Stars onto a Property

Draw a 9 box Grid over the floor plan of the property. Mark out the 9 Palaces, 
using the Facing Palace as a reference. We know this property faces North. So 
mark North in the Facing Palace, and mark the other directional palaces out 
accordingly.

DOUBLE GARAGE

TERRACE

LIVING
MASTER BEDROOM

FAMILY HALLKITCHENSTORE

TERRACE
DINING

BATH

TOILET

MASTER
BATH

WARDROBE

BEDROOM 1

BEDROOM 2

LAUNDRY

SESSW

W E

NNW NE

Example:
Let’s say the property is a North 2, Period 8 Facing property. So, the Flying Stars 
chart for the property is as below:

NW N

S

W

SW

NE

E

SE

 7   9
4

2   5
9

9   7
2

3   4
8

1   6
1

5   2
6

8   8
3

6   1
5

4   3
7
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Transfer the Stars to the 
corresponding directional palaces.

The final result should look 
something like this:

DOUBLE GARAGE

TERRACE

LIVING

MASTER BEDROOM

FAMILY HALL

KITCHEN

STORE

TERRACE DINING

BATH

TOILET

MASTER
BATH

WARDROBE

BEDROOM 1

BEDROOM 2

LAUNDRY

8   8
3

4   3
7

6   1
5

3   4
8

5   2
6

1   6
1

 7   9
4

9   7
2

2   5
9

SESSW

W E

NNW NE

DOUBLE GARAGE

TERRACE

LIVING
MASTER BEDROOM

FAMILY HALLKITCHENSTORE

TERRACE
DINING

BATH

TOILET

MASTER
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WARDROBE

BEDROOM 1

BEDROOM 2

LAUNDRY

 7   9
4

SESSW

W E

NNW NENW N

S

W

SW

NE

E

SE

 7   9
4

2   5
9

9   7
2

3   4
8

1   6
1

5   2
6

8   8
3

6   1
5

4   3
7
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Year 2016 Annual & Monthly Flying Star ChartsYear 2016 丙申 Annual And Monthly Flying Star Charts

JANUARY 6  - FEBRUARY 3 

APRIL 4 - MAY 4

JULY 7 - AUGUST 6

OCTOBER 8 - NOVEMBER 6

FEBRUARY 4 - MARCH 4 

MAY 5 - JUNE 4 

AUGUST 7 - SEPTEMBER 6

NOVEMBER 7  - DECEMBER 6

1     6     8

9     2     4

5    7     3

MARCH 5 - APRIL 3

JUNE 5 - JULY 6 

SEPTEMBER 7 - OCTOBER 7

DECEMBER 7 - JANUARY 4

庚
寅

辛
卯

癸
巳

丙
申

丁
酉

戊
戌

甲
午

乙
未

壬
辰

己
丑

庚
子

己
亥

2     7     9

1     3     5

6    8     4

1     6     8

9     2     4

5    7     3

1     6     8

9     2     4

5    7     3

1     6     8

9     2     4

5    7     3

1     6     8

9     2     4

5    7     3

1     6     8

9     2     4

5    7     3

1     6     8

9     2     4

5    7     3

1     6     8

9     2     4

5    7     3

1     6     8

9     2     4

5    7     3

1     6     8

9     2     4

5    7     3

1     6     8

9     2     4

5    7     3

2      7      9

1      3      5

6      8      4

1      6      8

9      2      4

5      7      3

9      5      7

8      1      3

4      6      2

7      3      5

6      8      1

2      4      9

8      4      6

7      9      2

3      5      1

6      2      4

5      7      9

1      3      8

5      1      3

4      6      8

9      2      7

4      9      2

3      5      7

8      1      6

3      8      1

2      4      6

7      9      5

2      7      9

1      3      5

6      8      4

1      6      8

9      2      4

5      7      3

9      5      7

8      1      3

4      6      2
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Year 2017 Annual & Monthly Flying Star ChartsYear 2017 丁酉 Annual And Monthly Flying Star Charts

JANUARY 5  - FEBRUARY 2 

辛
丑

1     6     8

9     2     4

5    7     3

8      4      6

7      9      2

3      5      1

FEBRUARY 3 - MARCH 4 

9     5     7

8     1     3

4    6     2 壬
寅

7      3      5

6      8      1

2      4      9

MARCH 5 - APRIL 3 

9     5     7

8     1     3

4    6     2 癸
卯

MAY 5 - JUNE 4 

9     5     7

8     1     3

4    6     2 乙
巳

APRIL 4 - MAY 4 

9     5     7

8     1     3

4    6     2 甲
辰

JUNE 5 - JULY 6 

9     5     7

8     1     3

4    6     2 丙
午

AUGUST 7 - SEPTEMBER 6

9     5     7

8     1     3

4    6     2 戊
申

JULY 7 - AUGUST 6

9     5     7

8     1     3

4    6     2 丁
未

SEPTEMBER 7 - OCTOBER 7

9     5     7

8     1     3

4    6     2 己
酉

NOVEMBER 7 - DECEMBER 6

9     5     7

8     1     3

4    6     2 辛
亥

OCTOBER 8 - NOVEMBER 6

9     5     7

8     1     3

4    6     2 庚
戌

DECEMBER 7 - JANUARY 4

2018  JANUARY 5 - FEBRUARY 3  癸丑

9     5     7

8     1     3

4    6     2 壬
子

6      2      4

5      7      9

1      3      8

7      3      5

6      8      1

2      4      9

8      4      6

7      9      2

3      5      1

6      2      4

5      7      9

1      3      8

5      1      3

4      6      8

9      2      7

4      9      2

3      5      7

8      1      6

3      8      1

2      4      6

7      9      5

2      7      9

1      3      5

6      8      4

1      6      8

9      2      4

5      7      3

9      5      7

8      1      3

4      6      2
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